
SURVEYING and MAPPING SOCIETY of GEORGIA 
P.O. Box 778 • Douglasville, Georgia  30133 • Phone: 770-947-1767 • Fax: 770-947-1725 
 

 

 

 

 

Fellow Land Surveyors and Guests: 

 
The SAMSOG 2009 Technical Seminar is finally here. The initial planning began in August searching for ideas and 
speakers. Our goal was to make this Seminar something to remember. I think we have reached our target with 
the variety of content and the quality of speakers. Hopefully there is something for everyone in the 2009 
Technical Seminar agenda. Please fill out all questionnaires and reviews at the seminar and let us know what you 
think and what you might like to see in the future. 
 

The annual Technical Seminar has two primary functions. One is to provide classes that will qualify for continuing 
education at a reasonable price. The second is to generate income for your Society. After all costs and printing 
are paid for, a portion of the proceeds go directly to the Scholarship Fund. Once deposited into the bank account, 

other proceeds from the Technical Seminar help budget and pay for things such as Trig Star, the Newsletter, the 
Plat and Mapping Contest, Directories, etc. Compared to other educational opportunities similar in size and 
structure, this effective cost per pdh credit at this seminar is more than half of the typical $40 - $50 per credit at 
other professional seminars.  
 

If you attend all of the functions and educational opportunities, you could easily attain over 20 hours of PDH 
credits including 3 pdh credits towards the required Technical Standards. Any seminar presentation not 
specifically related to surveying in Georgia could be accepted in all of the surrounding States, except for Florida. 
This could put money back into the pocket for attendees licensed in other States. 
 

On Thursday the Seminar will begin with David Doyle, the Chief Geodetic Surveyor for the National Geodetic 
Survey. After lunch, surveyor and respected author Farris Cadle will take us through the issues associated with 
Adverse Possession. Jason Waldemer and his panel will fill the initial day with a program on Innovative 
Technology in surveying. After the BBQ dinner at Sonny’s, those attending the General Membership meeting will 

receive an additional 2 pdh credits. 
 

Friday will begin with and additional program on GIS. Danielle Ayan and Chris Semerjian will be heading the 

discussion on the Georgia Geospatial Initiative and the National Geospatial Technology Center. Attorney Carol 
Clark will handle the bulk of the Friday afternoon program with her presentation on The Trial and Witness Stand 
Preparation. Later in the afternoon, Dan Crumpton will talk about the new Georgia Surveyor Museum and Trent 
Turk will finish with the introduction to the new SAMSOG Website. Friday evening is our annual Banquet and 
introduction of the Plat Contest winners. It is also the time that the raffle benefit for SAMPAC is completed. The 
raffle is a show unto itself and should not be missed. 
 

Saturday is simple in that only two classes are available. However, both are critical in their own way. Mark 
Chastain and James Butler, the two surveyors on the State Board of Registration, will walk us through the 
changes to the 2008 Technical Standards and, time permitting, a discussion on “what is surveying and what is 

not!” This program and discussion will apply towards the requisite professional development hours in Georgia. For 
those that took part in the Soil and Erosion program three years ago will need to complete a refresher class. Alan 
Bowling and Butch Watson will present that program for those interested in keeping the NPDES Level II 
certification. 
 

Thank you for making the effort to attend this Seminar. Most will agree that technical education is not all that is 
offered. Fellowship drives this Seminar and the Society. 
 

I am grateful to see each of you again! 
 
 
 
Tom Hurley 
SAMSOG Education Chairman 


